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At that period, the Legislature held two sessions in the year;
and when the June session was approaching, and the action
of the State Senate remained without change, it "became neces-
sary for Mr. "Webster to meet the desire expressed to him by
many members of the Legislature, and by many persons at
"Washington, that he would allow himself to "be transferred to
the Senate of the United States. His own preference was for
Governor Lincoln, as will be seen from the following cor-
respondence :

,      [MR. WEBSTEE TO GOVEENOE MNCOI/BT.]

1                                                                                              " BOSTON, May 23,1827.

" MY DBAS SIE : It was niy misfortune not to see you on. yoiir late
visit to this place, owing partly to engagements in arid out of town, and
partly to a misapprehension as to the time of your leaving the city. Dis-
appointed, then, in the expectation and hope of a personal interview, I
now adopt this mode of making a few suggestions to you on a subject of
some interest; I mean the approaching election of a Senator in Congress.
The present posture of things, in relation to that matter, is so fully known
to both of us, that I need not trouble you with much preliminary observa-
tion. I take it for granted that Mr. E. H. Mills will be no longer a candi-
date. The question then will be, who shall succeed Mm? I need not say
to you that you yourself will doubtless be a prominent obje"ct of considera-
tion in relation to the vacant place, and the purpose of this communication
requires me to acknowledge that I deem it possible also that my name
should be mentioned, more or less generally, as one who may be thought
of, among others, for the same situation. In anticipation of this state of
things, and more especially since I have been awakened by its probably
near approach, I have not only given it a proper share of my own reflec-
tion, but have also consulted with others in relation to it, in whose judg-
ment and friendship I have confidence. The result is, that there are many
strong personal reasons, and, as friends think (and as I think, too), some
pulUo reasons, why I should decline the offer of a seat in the Senate, if it
should be made to me. Without entering, at present, into a detail of these
reasons, I will say that the latter class of them grow out of the public
station which I at present fill, and out of the necessity of increasing rather
than, of diminishing, in both branches of the national Legislature, the
strength that may be reckoned on as friendly to the present Administra4-
tion. I hope you will understand what I would now wish to communi-
cate, without imputing to me the vanity of supposing that rny i^i&si to
the Administration or to the country, in the House of Representatives) are
of any particular importance, or, on the other hand, that it' is jaa*fcer of
option with me to change that place for another. I think